Parent Carer Newsletter – May 2026
We are nearly at the end of the year here at Kirklees College, which is a crucial time for our students. As a parent / carer, your support is vital at this key time. This newsletter includes some important updates and good news from across our seven centres.
Remaining GCSE English and Maths Dates
Our students have already completed their Maths and English paper one exams, and paper two for both subjects are on the following dates:
· GCSE Maths Paper 2 (Calculator): Wednesday 3 June, 9.30am 
· GCSE English Paper 2: Friday 5 June, 9.30am
Please emphasise the importance of attending these exams, on time, to your young person. It is also essential that students attend exams with the relevant equipment including a pen and for the calculator paper, a calculator. On the day, we have hundreds of staff on hand to support our students with stress and anxiety, check their access arrangements and help them find their rooms. If your young person has any concerns about their exam, please advise them to speak with a tutor. 
Internal Progression 
This term, tutors have been having progression discussions with students to plan their next steps. To support progression, it is important that all students continue to maintain good attendance and punctuality, complete all coursework to set deadlines and attend any exams they may need to sit. Information has been sent home providing further information about internal progression. If your young person is not sure about their next steps then they can book an appointment with our impartial Careers service provided by C&K Careers. 
Enrolment links will start getting sent out from 1 June and will go out weekly. Once your young person has completed their enrolment link you will get notification. 
Targeted Employment Programmes (TEPs)
Kirklees College now offers a range of Targeted Employment Programmes (TEPs). TEPs are designed to help local people in West Yorkshire upskill and find meaningful employment in a role and sector that suits them. 
The programmes typically last 4 – 6 weeks and combine college study with job skills sessions with a partner employer. At the end of the programme, you will have a real job interview with the employer. 
TEPs are free and specific to certain industries, such as Construction, Education and Health and Social Care.
Search for ‘Targeted Employment Programmes’ on the Kirklees College website to find out more. 
English and Maths Courses for Adults
Looking to gain your GCSE or Functional Skills qualification? At Kirklees College, we offer a range of English and Maths classes, at our centres in Huddersfield and Dewsbury, and across local community centres in North Kirklees. If you are interested in joining a course, please email info@kirkleescollege.ac.uk and you will be invited to attend an enrolment session in August. 
Good News from the KC Community
New Student Services Hub officially opened by Adeeba Malik, HM Lord Lieutenant of West Yorkshire
On Wednesday 22 April, Kirklees College officially opened its new Student Services Hub.
The new hub, based at the college’s Huddersfield Centre, was opened by Professor Adeeba Malik, HM Lord Lieutenant of West Yorkshire.
This new hub represents a significant step forward in how Kirklees College supports its students, many of whom face substantial barriers to education and employment, including economic deprivation and youth unemployment, limited access to opportunities, and personal challenges.
The facility has been thoughtfully designed to bring together a range of internal and external support services under one roof, creating a more accessible and inclusive environment, and to break down barriers.
One of the most interesting new facilities is the Job Shop, a dedicated space designed to connect the young people of Kirklees to employment opportunities. This area provides tailored careers advice, direct links with local employers, and practical support with applications, interviews, and work readiness.
The college wants to equip students not only to succeed in their studies, but to progress confidently into meaningful employment and contribute positively to the region.
Apprentices Shortlisted for West Yorkshire Apprenticeship Awards
We were delighted that two of our apprentices were recognised for their achievements at the West Yorkshire Apprenticeship Awards earlier this month. Mujahid Khan was nominated for Professional Services Apprentice of the Year, and Chloe Hollinson was nominated for Technology & Digital Apprentice of the Year. Both Mujahid and Chloe are incredibly deserving nominees, and we are extremely proud of their achievements and dedication.

We were also pleased to see Kirklees College shortlisted in the Best Training Provider Programme category for our National Food and Drink Maintenance Engineering Apprenticeship Programme.

Mental Health Awareness Week
Earlier in May, Mental Health Awareness Week fairs took place across all seven centres, bringing staff and students together to support wellbeing in true KC Community style. 

We welcomed a range of local organisations on campus, offering advice, resources and supportive conversations, alongside fun activities including outdoor boxing sessions to promote movement, stress relief and positive wellbeing. 

Thank you to everyone who took part and helped support such an important week. Together, we’re continuing to break the stigma around mental health and champion wellbeing across our college community. 
Access to Higher Education Students raise over £2,400 for Kirkwood Hospice
Three Access to Higher Education students recently completed a 15,000 feet skydive to raise money for Kirkwood Hospice.
Jess Catling, Celine Ellis, and Emma Sharpe completed this incredible fundraising with dedication and enthusiasm.
They raised over £2,400, with that achievement marking the culmination of their ‘Campaign for Kindness’.
Roxanne Bahri, Programme Lead for Access to HE, said: “We are extremely proud of what they have accomplished, not only in terms of the funds raised but also the awareness and positivity they have brought to such an important cause.”
Coming Up Next Term
Create 26
We are getting ready for our end of year shows, ‘Create 26’, at our Huddersfield Centre and Pioneer Higher Skills Centre in Dewsbury. Huddersfield’s show will take place on Wednesday 24 June, 5pm – 8pm and will showcase the amazing talents of our Art and Design, Hair, Beauty and Barbering, and Hospitality and Catering Students. Catwalks will take place at 5.30pm and 6.30pm. The Pioneer Higher Skills Centre show will take place on the evening of Thursday 18 June. 
Cultural Diversity Days 
	The Enrichment Team is really happy to announce that Cultural Diversity Day events will be happening at more college centres this year!
Cultural Diversity Day is a joyous occasion where staff and students come together to celebrate their many diverse cultures. There will be music, food tasters, dancing and stalls. Each centre will be different.
· Engineering & PMC: Tuesday 9 June 11am -2pm
· Huddersfield Centre: Thursday 11 June 11am -2pm
· Springfield Sixth Form Centre: Thursday: 16 June 11am -2pm
· Taylor Hill Animal Centre: Thursday 18 June 11am -2pm
· Brunel Construction Centre: Friday 19 June 11am -2pm
 



